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Chapter 7 Litotes
1. Proper use of negative words
2. Conversion of positive into negative

A. Preposition
Ex.1 It was beyond his power to sign such a contract.

Mo RARSAIT XA A

B. Verb

Ex. 2 The memory of this warm reception shall remain with us long

after our departure from the beautiful and historical capital of this
great country.
BMBFTFENMMEREREH. R G AL, R85 A5
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C. Adjective

Ex.3 Indeed, Chenault’s biggest pressures over the coming months won’t
be in the backroom but on the bottom line. As America’s newest
celeb CEO takes the reins, his company seems to be in surprisingly
good shape — with an Amex card being swiped somewhere in the U.
S. every hundredth of a second. Ken Chenault’s job, somehow, is to
make that look slow.
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D. noun
Ex.4  Shortness of time has required the omission of some states.
B TEf R R, RABFFEEE R,

E. Connective
Ex.5  The problems were particularly acute in the company's top ten major
metro sales markets, where it had been five years since the company
had receivedlocal media support.
B a T XORTAHE T L, FIAALLSE, B A Libegd
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F. Idioms
Ex.6 He will pay his debts when two Sundays come together.
PRI R A8

3. Conversion of negative into positive
Ex.7  The thought of returning to his native land never deserted him amid
his tribulation.
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Ex. 8

BT, PRGNSR -AAS T R,
We must never stop taking an optimistic view of life.
AN A E BRI RIS

4. Shift of perspectives
A. Comparison

riot police b R
terror measures B 3576
crisis plan AL &R
hunger march B4
self-taught B ¥
10% discount i

it seems to me that... &AF .- ...

Ex. 9

Ex. 10

By the third criterion, the great literatures of the Orient spring to
mind, not to mention the languages of Tolstoy, Goethe, Cervantes
and Racine.

BB E LA ERAE, AMND LRI KRG EEGHRLE,
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Since economic reform began in 1978, an average growth rate of
almost 10% a year has seen China's GNP nearly quadruple.
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B. Spatial shift

Ex. 11

But though the city was to undergo one of the worst punishment in

the history of warfare thereafter, that was the low point.
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C. Temporal shift

Ex. 12

But we are getting ahead of the story.
FRERXREET

5. Shift of word order
A. Priority shift

Ex. 13

Ex. 14

National Foreign Language Center,

4th Floor, 1619 Massachusetts Avenue,

Washington D. C.,

the United States of America
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We enclose a cheque for US$ 35,110 in settlement of your invoice
No. SH2065 of 20th, April, 1997.
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B. Collocative shift
Ex. 15 He witnessed the sixth post-war economic crisis of serious

1 2 3 4
consegquences that prevailed in various fields in the USA.
L 5 6 7
MERBET (...) 28 RE &Kk BB AR
1 7 3 2 6
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5 4
Ex. 16 He was working with a mower in his garden all the morning.
1 2 3
to— EFH AR T E R ENTE,
3 2 1

6. Summary
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