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Chapter 6 Brief History of Business
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I. Learning Objectives

*  To understand briefly the history of business

® T learn the importance of international business;

»  To grasp the main idea and the structure of the text;

" To master the usage of key special terms, words and phrases in this chapter;

" To conduct a series of listening, speaking, reading, writing and translating activities concerned with the theme of the
chapter.

I1. Introduction

We are involved in business activities every day, but how well do you know about it? When did it start and
in what form?
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How much do you know the history of business?

The earliest trade: barter

Early trade in China: Silk Road

The expansion of commerce in Europe in the middle ages

II1. Main points of the text

Business is concerned with everybody in their life.
Most of what we need must be bought with money.
China was among the first to trade with other countries.
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As civilization advanced, some tribes and village communities began to rear fowl and domesticate a
few animals.
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There was barter, the beginning of trade.
6. After a decline following the breakup of the Roman Empire, European commerce expanded
gradually during the Middle Ages.

IV. Background and terminology

the Silk Road #4127 %

the Roman Empire %' 57 [
processed goods i, H1 L&
the Middle Ages H 4

the Baltic %% KigHLX

Al



éﬁ HitisgThr¥

6. The Silk Road 22482 %
Silk Road: Beginning in about 100 B.C., a network of overland trade routes developed to carry goods
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between Asia and Europe. The earliest, most direct, and most heavily used route came to be known as
the Silk Road, for the precious Chinese cloth that was traded abundantly on it. The routes waxed and
waned over the centuries with changing political and environmental conditions. After the discovery of a
sea route from BEurope to Asia in the late 15th century, the land routes were gradually abandoned in
favor of ocean-borne trade.
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3. The Roman Empire % 57 H
an empire that succeeded the Roman Republic during the time of Augustus, who ruled from 27 B.C. to
A.D. 14. At its greatest extent it encompassed territories stretching from Britain and Germany to North
Africa and the Persian Gulf. After 395 it was split into the Byzantine Empire and the Western Roman
Empire, which rapidly sank into anarchy under the onslaught
of barbarian invaders from the north and east. The last
emperor of the West, Romulus Augustulus (born c. 461), was
deposed by Goths in 476, the traditional date for the end of
the empire; & 577 [, Z' L4k B CATCHT 27 &2 &
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7. the Middle Ages {4

Medieval Town

During the Middle Ages, towns and cities frequently grew out of trading sites. As traders and
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craftsmen came to sell their wares to local lords and bishops, permanent trading settlements were sometimes established near castles or monasteties. Trade

was very important to the economies of medieval towns, which often featured crowded and lively markets and fairs. Mictosoft ® Encarta
ry imp > y

Middle Ages, period in the history of Europe that lasted from about A.D. 350 to about 1450. At the
beginning of the Middle Ages, the western half of the Roman Empire began to fragment into smaller,
weaker kingdoms. By the end of the Middle Ages, many modern European states had taken shape. During
this time, the precursors of many modern institutions, such as universities and bodies of representative

government, were created.

V. Language Points

1. Business is concerned with everybody in their life. F5)MVoC R BB N AT
(topic sentence of Paragraph One)
be concerned with: be about; be related to HHZEWH xR, W MNHEHY)
(D). His latest novel is concerned with Africa.
At B AT () — AN B2 5 T AR o
2. (Biz) The sales of the company is greatly concerned with the whole staff.
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2. Some students, especially those in western countries, work, perhaps by baby-sitting or tutoring in
their spare time to earn money, or are supported by their parents who should make money, to
buy something they want. FLez g, KRR AEANE S amad b g B ) AR — L8 i i R g ek
KL RN TARRMEER,  ZEAAT th SRR Bt B At AT S Al AT AR ZE ) 2R 08
“some students” J& 1, “work, perhaps by”, “are support by” &M MIFFFIIHE . “especially in the
foreign countries” EPRFIFERER. “who should make money” 2 H R 16 5 “their
parents” []—/NE M A “to buy something they want” & H [FJARIE o

3. Few things can be obtained without money, the important exceptions being love, friendship,

kindness, fresh air, sunshine and rain.
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the important exceptions being love... M. FHEE5H) (absolute structure) TEIRIE, FonTy 5l
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4. Vital though these are to our emotional and physical well-being, they are free, and we put no
price on them. HRENT AN B O RN B2, RiAIHE ok, RIOTMMAAGRESE
T
Kt — M. “Vital though ... well-being” " ¥ vifal JEUA) E & 4 T SRIFX AL FIREL 1, 1mEh)

MJJ& “they are free, and we put no price on them”.
5. The main idea of Para.1 & 2 : one’s life is closely connected with trade.

6. Even before the time of Christ great camel caravans manned by the merchants traveled along the
famous ‘Silk Road’ from China to the West and then fanned out.
LA N JUALEE Z AT T NG BEBN, W35 5 44 (R 22 90 2 R AT TR RCRTPY R, B i SCSEfi
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fan out: spread our from a central point 1 ksl JE BT
The soldiers fanned out as they advanced.
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7. A few centuries ago, our wants would have been comparatively simple and confined to the basic
necessities of life—food, clothing and shelter.
JUANHALLART, AT SRARRS fay e, R AR T A S A A i 0 T b o
be confined to (Ja)) FRT, () BRI (BHD 1F
She was confined to bed for a week because of the flu.
b DR Ay Je R A R — A
confine... to JafRTH:FH I

(Biz) Please confine your remarks to the company’s financial problems.
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8. ...southern Europe was also rich in wine, fruit and oil. ... ¥ KK =8 250 7K L AR
be rich in sth (3L ™, F4, £
(D). The Middle East area is rich in oil resources.
R A i SRR F
2. (Biz) China is rich in labor resources while the developed countries have relatively abundant capital,
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9. The main idea of Paragraph 3: China’s early trade with the world:
Silk Road
camel caravans
Reference Information:
http:/ /www.chiculture.net/php/frame.phprid=/cnsweb/html/0126

10. The main idea of Paragh 4 &5: The birth of trade
hunting &fishing— stock raising & farming—  barter (earliest form of trade)

11. The main idea of Paragraph 6: The early trade in Europe in the middle ages (4th-15th century).
the Baltic: raw materials, timber, tar, furs and skins
the Hast: luxury goods, spices, jewelry, silk and textiles
Western Europe exported raw materials and processed goods
the English sold woolen garments;
the Dutch offered salted herring;
Spain produced wool;
France exported salt;

southern FEurope was rich in wine, fruit and oil

V. Summary of the lesson

Business is concerned with everybody in their life. There are many good reasons for working while
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studying, and most of them involve a desire to buy something and so satisfy a want, whether now or in the
future. China was among the first to trade with other countries. As civilization advanced, some tribes and
village communities began to rear fowl and domesticate a few animals. Then there was barter, the beginning
of trade. After a decline following the breakup of the Roman Empire, European commerce expanded
gradually during the Middle Ages, especially during the 12th and 13th centuries. Throughout the Middle
Ages, business between Europe and Asia was limited, because overland transport was expensive and because
Europe did not have anything for export to the East.

VII. Comprehension questions

According to the text, which people have to work/earn money?

What were the main wants of people and what kind of life did they lead a few centuries agor
According to the text why could the merchants in the old days make great profits?

Are there any things that we can obtain without money? What are they?

What mattered most in the primitive society?

ISl e

Why was there the worry of hunger presented in the primitive society?



