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Chapter 27
Export Contract

I. Objectives

By the end of the chapter, students should have some ideas about
*  the export contract

* the importance of the export contract

*  the functions of the contract

*  some new words and special terms related to the contract

*  clauses used in the contract

Approach

*  Warming up: new words and special terms about the contract
*  Paraphrasing: major words and sentences

*  Questions and answers

* Discussion: ideas about the contract

* Translation: key sentences.

*  Summarizing: the text

I1. Introduction

WRBA LRI KNG R, o RANTRER) . AR BAEAT, A& [ &7 i Rl 1k

A EsmPE BRI LS5 o AR WA RA 27 K PV R R R

Business would be impossible if there were no agreement or contract to bind the contracting parties.
Once a contract is officially signed, it creates an obligation binding upon the parties thereto. From this
Unit you will acquire some knowledge about export contracts.

I11. Main points of the text

Quoting a price for your product is a vital part of the business process. International trade.
The risks of quoting a price

The functions of the contract

The content of the contract

i A

IV. Background & Terminology

guote a price for your product ——  to state (a price) for securities, goods,
or services A7 AR

business process ~—— the course of doing business £&7& il F%,
870N

to bind the contracting parties ——  to restrict the contracting parties 2 44|
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exchange promises —— promise of offer and acceptance A2 # & i
contractual terms —— contract content 5 [f] N ¥, & Al 43K
legal obligation —— the act of binding oneself by law 172
s B AT IR 55

V. Language ponts

enmeshed adj.

To entangle, involve ZE4E. {F¥&A

(enmeshed in/with)

Congress was worried about becoming enmeshed in a war.
EE PSSRy SR SN 77 4 U8

Many trade union leaders became enmeshed in the trouble.
VP2 LT NHHAE ARG

defy V.

To oppose or resist with boldness and assurance &¥i, EHL
If you defy the law, you may find yourself in prison.
WERASTIE, AT e AR

I defy you to prove that | have cheated.

TR VR AN e IE W 25 47 i o

trap n.

SRS

The police set a trap for the thieves.
W T BB MiT.

He has walked straight into a trap laid by his friend.
AbEN T A BT R P

hidden adj.

R 58k

Hidden video cameras were used to improve security.

F BRI RR S e b i e 4

He's always joking around to make sure his true feelings stay hidden.
b ST B LU PR HE o H RIS

convert v. (into)

To change (something) from one use, function, or purpose to another iz
That building has been converted into a school.

TR JREARE s U T

k.

I want to convert some Hong Kong dollars into American dollars.

A — L TSR TE
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means n.
T TR FB

R AR, A YR, RIS AT, A
All possible means have been adopted.

Every possible means has been adopted.

Ji4b, by means of ZANEEM R, AE H, HKEET .

a means to an end X 2 B #7532

There is no doubt that radio and television are important means of communication.

ETCHE ) AU 215 BAC R B T A
He climbed the tree by means of a ladder.

(IEVREE 7| Sl gy

underestimate V.

To make too low an estimate of X fiifrid{&: TR

Don't underestimate the other team.

ANEERARAL XS TTBA

I wouldn't underestimate her if | were you - she's smarter than you think.

R B ARBA AN s b LEARAR S I 2 .

define V.

To state the precise meaning of %5+ & X

Each of us might define the concept of freedom in a different way.
PV EBE S NATREXT B e AR BT AN T

The dictionary defines it as "a narrow passage".
A ] AR O AR A LT

render V.

To give or make available 4F

It is unlikely that the court will render an opinion before November 5.
et HILHZ T, EBEA KT RES T — DR,

He had to render an apology for his rudeness.

AN AS DA PR R 55 1

deteriorate V.

To grow worse Efk: FHEIR

The weather deteriorated overnight. His health had deteriorated while he was in prison.

AR L, RAGBCRBRE . A 7ESR g B D% T
The nation's highways are deteriorating at a rapid pace.
XA R S et 2 6 ) B D01 EAE TR HSERAL

to convert ... into...

to transform j:E ...... frgj:g%’ 7}5& ......

1. Water is converted into steam if it is boiled.
IKFF T AR 257

2. | want to convert some Hong Kong dollars into American dollars.
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to view... as
to regard ...as #8... 814

1.

2.

They viewed him as a little kid who counts for nothing.
AEATTHEABIR R — DA BEAEARATFR 1) /N o
She doesn't view herself as a success.

WA A CE) T .

appropriate to(/for)
suitable for i& J-------

1.

2.

This writing style is appropriate to your subject.
XA A A T BRI 8
His casual clothes were not appropriate for such a formal business occasion.

AR A, ANIE B AR XA IE N R S5 5 5

1.

International trade, enmeshed in the hotchpotch of languages, and religious and legal traditions around the world,
has, over the years, developed a fairly sophisticated set of standards and practices. [EHFr5 5, HT%3iE 5L
LA S 2 M 3 BN E AR G AN R A SR R I 2, Z AR CARTERL T — B A RS 4 AR HE N 52 55 154481
“To enmesh” means “to entangle, involve, or catch in or as if in a mesh” (ffigif¥, fHEN); A A
“enmeshed in the hotchpotch of languages, and religious and legal traditions around the world” & ik 2% 43 18] J6 15,

EAIH R IR BRI . BB S “international trade” JE 42 C R, FrLUH T it 22431

. There is always a small risk that some governments or companies will defy international goodwill and ride

roughshod over legal contracts, but Chinese exporters can generally operate with confidence following
international trade patterns, but there may be many traps for the unwary exporters and ‘hidden’ costs that exporter
should always be on the look out for. #RTfi, /N/NEIRUE SRAAAE, A7 8 [E SEBUR FI A 7] 43 5 B R 3 2
TN, FE A AR A I, e R R R 4 [ B B S B A AT AR, AR T IS LR
(0 HE R OR B VAT S BB, AT SR KR A N AR 24 5 [ARAT RV

KA MIINEG A, H=ADfd. BN f&a A d “that”5| FFEALE N A 55—
“Dut™IERE AN IS, HEE A “but” B A) PR AR, A5 E AR

“ride roughshod over...” &4 “EE...... 7, A5t
They accused the government of riding roughshod over parliamentary procedure. Al 145 15 BURF i 5 I 2>

IREY o

. It’s no good having the right product at the right price if no one knows about it. DL 24 k&G 18 24 (1977

W TG NN, AT AR HTAL R

“It is no good (or use) doing something”f§ 35 /& VA I Ab s F Ak, ASfgBighifyy. “nt” 2R 08, sh4iEkE
BAERIER .

It is no use crying over spilt milk. Z/KXMEWC. (B AR, SRETEH D
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It is no use getting enquiries from prospective customers if you do not manage to convert any of these enquiries
into contracts. WA VR AN ERF W B AR G5 R 322, AT ) 43 B4 2 AT R .

4. Business as we know today would be impossible if there was no agreement or contract to bind the contracting
parties. #EIRATITEN, AR BA PP ERE 5 FERA ARG RIRUT, A2 AN e .
AR “as” FIEC R A, “as” I IR TR RIEM N, AAJaM5 4 As we know today,
business would be impossible if there was no agreement or contract to bind the contracting parties. @%: It is known
to us that business would be impossible if there was no agreement or contract to bind the contracting parties.
AviE 3 “to bind the contracting parties” H{E /5 B €W, &4 “agreement or contract”.

5. When an agreement is reached, a contract is formed, which creates legal obligations enforceable by law. *41/3i%
Pk ey, G ERIER T, X iAa i T R B R E AT R L5
“which” 5| SAERHIME €8 M A), =& ACH “which” {4 “a contract is formed” iX /M52, “enforceable by
law” B2 1A k15 FHAE “obligations” 1) )5 & i

6. Contracts can be long or short, formal or informal, simple or complicated, and verbal or written, of which the most
popular is the written contract. £ [F)r DA Bk, 1EREERIER, ek 24%, ke,
o W 3l A P 2 A5 it 2
“of which” 5| 2AEMHITEE B M A], “which” 40 “contracts” .

AR AT R R ...the written contract is the most popular (contract) of all the contracts mentioned.

7. Often it is the only document between the parties to which they may refer for clarification of mutual
responsibilities, resolution of disputes, in the event of disagreement. i ¥ & [F] &8 5 XU LE VT A EL 574« fif vk
g L AAE R AE 3 B A ME — T £ 25 141 1K) SCAF

“to which” 5]\ A), B4 “the only document”. VE&E “refer” (7.
He often refers to a dictionary to find the meaning of new words.
At 22 2 19 U] SR SR A R R S
For information about trains you must refer to a timetable.
AR R K ERE R, RN %3k
For a contract we refer to an agreement between two or more parties, especially one that is written and enforceable
by law.
VRG], FATIEBRPIA B A LU 25 N [ i) — R s, Jede BAT VA0 i b
He referred his success to the good education he had received.

b Ab ) R H R Tl BT 32 2R R AP0

8. Such a contract serves as a ‘living document’ that may well survive the relationship it defines. X2 [l 3
ST ThRe, HAEM AT RE L E AL S RIGE K.
)b “that” 515 ETEMMA), &4 “living document”, “ (that) it defines” & & 18 M A EENA], BET
AR “that”sl “which”.
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9. sothe exporter should avoid viewing the contract merely as a document that initiates transaction and subsequently
is filed and forgotten. JTLA, 1R WY 3 G4 & R 5 B0 A8 23 1K — 13 SO, B3 2 AP R IR T
&inl “avoid” Ja#Ea i AR ash A R, Bl
We must avoid making such stupid mistakes again. FAT 208 S B ALIX A B EE IR
I realized that she was trying to avoid this topic.

IR B M £ 5% g [P A

10. For example, there may be a clause protecting the exporter against claims if the goods deteriorate because of
delays outside his control, and a clause protecting the exporter against libel, obscenity or other charges that might
arise in another country for printed materials. 511, KA~ n 4 [K 35 1 B B B0 B A8 i, AEIX P Ol
N WV AN SICRERY RS DL J7 R ZR s AT REIEAT — 45O ORI HY R LA oK A 55— K
FRY ERL A BRI BRI R H 44 A2 L IR B R .

K NEER . BA)E “there may be...” AR, airfy — A1 “if "5 AIEAIRTE NI, APASIESI T,
% —/> 1352 “a clause protecting the exporter against claims”, “protecting...” &HL/E MR 1E, FHVEEIE,
&M “clause™; 25 — A~ 1E&“a clause protecting the exporter against libel, obscenity or other charges that might

arise in another country for printed materials.” “that” 5| S )\ )& 2 16 M A, 1&1f other charges.

V1. Summary of the Text

Quoting a price for your product is a vital part of the business process, but there may be many traps for
the unwary exporters and “hidden’ costs that exporter should always be on the look out for. We all know
that business would be impossible if there is no agreement or contract to bind the contracting parties.
When an agreement is reached, a contract is formed, which creates legal obligations enforceable by law.
The contracts should be carefully prepared to avoid ambiguity and possible future conflicts because it is
the only document between the parties to which they may refer for clarification of mutual
responsibilities, resolution of disputes, in the event of disagreement.

VI1. Comprehension questions:

What is the significance of a contract in a business process?

What risks may there be in exporting?

What is the form of a contract?

How would you prepare a contract before you want to sign a contract with your customer?

B w DN e



