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Chapter 34 Ocean Freight

1. Objectives
A. To gain an understanding of ocean transport
B. To gain an understanding of its advantages and disadvantages are
C. To get familiar with the factors one should consider when arranging a shipment

D. To learn relevant words, expressions and structures

II.  Introduction

Ocean transport has been the most important mode of transport in international trade. Two
thirds of the world’s total trade volume and over 80% of China’s imports and exports now are
transported by sea. It has the advantages of easy passage and large capacity, although it is
comparatively slow, which is its disadvantage.
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ITI. Main points of the text

A. Ocean freight is the most widely used form of transportation in international trade as well as
the most efficient form in terms of energy.

B. The factors that should be considered before a shipment is made, like distance, carrying
capacity, etc.

C. Things that should be done to ensure safe transport, like handling, packing, etc.

D. 1. Factors like cost, safety and speed should be considered in combination.
2. The importance of the factors varies with the nature of the goods to be shipped.

IV. Background and terminology

1) deliver: transport to the proper place or recipient 151X

2) carrying capacity: the maximum number of persons or things that a vehicle can carry /Ki&
p<y
iz

3) unitcost:  costof producing or carrying over a certain distance one unit of product or

service, usually based on averages HLA7 AR

4)  carrier: individuals or businesses that are employed to deliver people or property to an
agreed destination &Iz A\

5) transshipment: the act of transshipping, or transferring, as goods, from one ship or

conveyance to another iy
direct shipment: the act of shipping goods from the port of loading to the port of

destination on the same vessel without transshipment FLiA%¢1z
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V. Language points

D

2)

3)

4)

5)

)

in terms of: (to explain or describe something) only in relation to a particular fact or

event ... T THIKE; M. SR DT
We should think of it in terms of an investment.
FATIN AT 1) 13 R R TR AF
In terms of business the project isn’t feasible, but it would add to the prestige of the
company.
MWEBABERE, ZIHHIAGHE, HEafmnalim=2.
He is a genius in terms of speech.

AT YT IR A

have a bearing on: to have an effect or influence on something XJ...... Al
The quality of the goods has an important bearing on its price.
B R S A G R
Exercise has a direct bearing on how healthy you are.

o= ELARE AR KA e

economical: using money, time, goods etc carefully and without wasting any 7 21
My new car is economical of fuel.
BT AR AN D)

economic:  relating to trade, industry, and the management of money Z8%% (1))
In the current economic climate, we must keep costs down.

FEH TR O, AT ATRAS .

see to it that ...: to make sure or check that something is done 4544...
Please see that the lights are switched off before you leave.
THS AR ITAAEIT R T,
Please see to it that noone comes in without identification.

55 AL BAT S AN ER

insist on: demand that something should happen "¥#§
We insist on the highest standards of cleanliness in the hotel.
FRATTIE R T Ji o 2003 3] e vt (KT TR B
He insisted upon checking everything himself.

b RFF2R B A PTAT ARV .

superior to: better than average PLF5MH, LA,
This machine is superior in many respects to that.

X B HLAAEAR 2 7 1 EEIR & 4

Your computer is far superior to mine.

PRI TSI LG ) 247

Difficult sentences

1) Since transportation costs increase with distance, they constitute an important factor in

determining
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the limits of the area within which any given commodities can be marketed.

they are an important factor in determining the limits of the area within which any given
commodities can be marketed & F fJ, they 15 transportation costs o A1 5 1E in
determining ST, 1B factor, H-TP within which... & 1B MNA), BHMSCAT IR area,
within which P 8% 55 # B OC Z Bl ] whereo

since transportation costs increase with distance &N since 51 R RRIRIE AT, A
A wich AR <BEA

2) The longer the journey, the higher the freight.
the more + %%”ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ?@i%ﬂiﬁ?@i the + %%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ\xﬂgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬂ+er)
the more + £ WL LRI (B the + FL5 5B 42 XS 15 T A0 0] 5l 1] +er) ...
S0 o I A I
The better the quality (is), the higher the price (is).
JREE AT, DR

The more carefully you listen, the better you understand.

PRUT AN, IRER AR A S0RAS o

3) Itis customary for the importer to insist on direct steamer without transshipment if it is a
small shipment.

It is customary for sb to do sth KNI PSR, .

It is customary for people to wash their hands before meals.

M FAERATYET .

4)  Their relative importance varies with the nature of the goods carried and their significance
with the different modes of transport employed.

XA and EEMIFIIA. AR EERZ “importance” , IHTEE

“varies”, JMiA| with BREUE“BEEE”, 6 AR EiE 2 their significance, 11 varies

WG 1, Sria] with B R <BE,

VI. Summary
Ocean freight is the most widely used form of transportation in international trade. Its
advantage lies in its low expenses for delivering large quantities of goods over long distances.
However, it is much slower compared with other modes like air transportation, rail transportation,
etc. Therefore, the shippers, when making decisions concerning which mode to choose, should
consider such factors as the goods to be shipped, and the cost, time, and risks involved.

VII. Comprehension questions
1. What are the special features of ocean transport?
2. What is the major factor in determining the freight?
3. What will an exporter consider before he arranges for transportation of his commodities?
4. How can an exporter save freight when he transports his commodities?
5. Who will be responsible for handling shipment?

6. If it is a small shipment, what will an importer insist on? And why?



