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Chapter 35 Air Transport

I. Objectives

A.

B
C.
D.
E

To gain an understanding of air transport

To gain an understanding of its advantages and disadvantages

To learn something about an air waybill

To explore the difference between a marine bill of lading and an air waybill

To learn relevant words, expressions and structures

II. Introduction

Air transport is a modern means of transport. Although it has the disadvantage of high freight,

it does have many advantages of its own, a prominent advantage of which is its delivery speed.

Recent years with the rapid development of international trade, air transport has become more and

more popular.
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ITI. Main points of the text

A 1.
2.

3.

Air transport is the most recent form of transportation for the exporter.

Air transport has two prominent advantages of speed, and freedom from topographical
obstacles.

Other features of air transport include its security or smaller risks relatively simple packing.

B. Outstanding disadvantages of air transport such as high cost of service, and limited carrying

capacity.

C. The most important document in air transport — air waybill

IV. Background and terminology
1) the Wright brothers:

2)

3)

American brothers Wilbur, /%f#, and Orville Wright invented the first
practical airplane. Creative thinkerers from a young age, they built a
| printing press and worked on bicycles before turning their attention
toward flight. Beginning with kites and then gliders, they achieved the first
powered flight in 1903.

(insurance) premium: the amount paid or payable, often in installments, for an insurance

policy LR B

customs duty:  taxes payable on merchandise imported or exported from one country to
another XAl
tariff: tax levied upon goods as they cross national boundaries, usually by the

government of the importing country. Usually assessed on imports, tariffs may apply to all
1
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foreign goods or only to goods produced outside the borders of a IRH
4)  carrying capacity: the maximum number of persons or things that a vehicle can carry 7K1z
A
5) air waybill:
Air Waybill (AWB) or air consignment note or airway refers to a receipt

issued by an international courier company for goods which is an evidence of the contract of
carriage, but is normally not negotiable. The AWB has a tracking number which can be used to
check the status of delivery, and current position of the item. 71z i H

6) cargo agent: Uie X e PN

7)  a straight bill:
a bill of lading merely stating that the carrier is to deliver the goods to a specified person

at a specified place LA TEH; HEARLH

V. Language points
1) common place: Having no remarkable features, characteristics, or traits ~“F- JLI¥], FH511
Car thefts are commonplace in this part of town.

fAT 2RI X AR S

2) free from:  without being controlled or restricted by anything 452 PRl 11
Women are fighting to break free from tradition.

YL AR A IR AL ST A A

3) tied up: (money) all being used for something and not available for anything else *F
() T Best S DL H]
Most of his money is tied up on property.
BN AR BB AL Py ™ LTI B I
All my money is tied up on stocks and shares.

H P A AR B E ISR B, i ANBEST T

4)  the hours of darkness: a particular period or point of time during night M
Few people dared to venture out during the hours of darkness.

DI NHHE BRI H &

5) feasible: capable of being accomplished or brought about; possible " AT
It's not feasible to dismiss him.

Al IFERAl

It was no longer financially feasible to keep the community centre open.

FERELAG AL X AL IT I, WM B e Al .

6) alternative: something you can choose to do or use instead of something else 1


http://www.answers.com/topic/customs-union
http://www.answers.com/topic/bill-of-lading
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If payment is not received, legal action will be our only alternative.
WA EG BATT e — I Pl /e VR AL
He quickly assessed what alternatives were open to him.

bR T S AT AT A3k £l At Pk .

7)  associated with: to make a connection in one’s mind between one thing or person and

another H...... AR, .. e AR B — i
In business, people tend to associate personal behavior with the company.
fERDE, A5 TFEAN TS AR RAR R,
Whisky is usually associated with Scotland.

PN NGCE WY SN < B P 5

8) assess: to make a judgment about a person or situation after thinking carefully about it; to
calculate or decide the value or amount of TFA; 1&?775(5!3“ rE, fﬂ{ﬁg—%)
A report was being prepared to assess the impact of advertising on children.
IEAE B — I T ARV AL 2 X 2 R 52 o
The annual income of school teachers in this place was assessed at $ 900.

IS I ZA A AR 900 Tt

9) (be) subject to:  (one) must obey the rule R[]
All citizens in this nation are subject to the law.
TXA B S AR s R 20 e 21

All such gatherings are subject to the laws on political meetings.

PIATIXFE IR S AT RBUA TR AL IR A

10) as a rule: in general; for the most part GRS T VN
As a rule, we take the bus.
HE, PN I
As a general rule most students finish their coursework by the end of June.

RE B A AN HIRZ AT R

11) authorize: to grant authority or power to PR
She has authorized her partner to negotiate on her behalf.
Uth AL R b ) A 25 1R A
The relevant city agency has not authorized the construction project.

A R T HURE BAT HEE i T RE R eI H .

Difficult sentences
1) Itis only one hundred years since one of the Wright bothers of North Carolina in USA,
managed to stay in the air in a mechanically powered home-made kite for twelve seconds.
It is + BT+ since+ M) CARJIN I M), X2 e ik Zor<AM...
Lek,eaef.... K T . Flh:

It is ten years since I saw him last.
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2) It has many advantages over other modes of transport: X H [¥]“over” /& /™id], EIEA
“compared with”, H...... AHEE.

He has the advantage of speed over his competitors.

A B LA R AT A A

3) This is extremely important for smaller exporters who may not be able to afford having their
capital tied up for three months while a ship completes its voyage.

4 b have sth done” IR =ML SR, {140
They have their car serviced at the garage every half a year.
A1 E B A AT Y
“who may...” & & W M EEA 55T 1R “exporters”, “while a ship...” /& 1% € 15 A H 1)
FHELAR .

VI. Summary
Air transport, although it has only a short history, is beginning to play an important role in
cargo freight in international trade, due to its fast speed, smaller risks, and freedom from
natural topographical obstacles. Nevertheless, it also has its drawbacks such as higher cost and
limited carrying capacity, among others. In air transportation, the most important document is
Air Waybill, which, unlike the marine bill of lading, is a straight bill and is normally not
negotiable.

VII. Comprehension questions
1. What are the two chief advantages of air transport?
2. What are the disadvantages of air transport?
3. What does the speed of delivery mean?
4. Please talk about packing of the cargo that is transported by air.
5. What kind of goods are not suitable for air transport?

6. What is Air Waybill? Please explain it fully?



